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News
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

   CONTACT:  Cynthia Shermeyer,   302-658-5624


LVSA RECEIVES HISPANIC AFFAIRS GRANT

WILMINGTON, DE (October 27, 2010) Literacy Volunteers Serving Adults (LVSA) of Northern New Castle County, Delaware was one of five programs awarded a grant from the Governor’s Consortium on Hispanic Affairs.  

The $8,000 Grant will enable LVSA to support literacy skills among the Spanish-speaking population in the Bear, DE, area. Classes centering on life skills including health and financial literacy will start in January and run through June, 2011 and will meet twice a week on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6 – 8 pm.

“We are excited to expand our services at the Bear Library focusing on the Hispanic Community,” said Cindy Shermeyer, LVSA Executive Director.  In a study conducted by the Consortium a few years back, the Hispanic population – which accounts for 5.5% of the population in the Bear/Route 40 corridor – was underserved by educational opportunities for English classes for Spanish speakers. 

“Our goal is to meet this underserved need and help learners improve their English skills so they can advocate for themselves and their family enabling them to be productive employees and community members,” Shermeyer continued.

Spanish-speaking adults interested in the class can give their name and contact information to a librarian at the Bear Library or contact LVSA at 302-658-5624.
Funding for the Hispanic Affairs Grant comes from the Arsht-Cannon Fund, which was created in 2002 through the Delaware Community Foundation.  The Fund is aimed at supporting Delaware programs through research partnerships and funding. Over the past six years, the Arsht-Cannon Fund has given $4.5 million to non-profit agencies in Delaware, $2 million of which have gone specifically to the programs focused on the needs of Hispanic families.
Literacy Volunteers Serving Adults (LVSA) has served functionally illiterate adults in Northern Delaware for more than 25 years offering one-on-one and small group tutoring free-of-charge by volunteers who help learners desiring basic reading and English language/literacy skills. Originally called Literacy Volunteers of America, the name became Literacy Volunteers Serving Adults/Northern Delaware, Inc.  in 2003, operating as an independent nonprofit organization which is an accredited affiliate of ProLiteracy Worldwide (Syracuse, NY).  For more information, call 302-658-5624 or visit the web at www.litvolunteers.org.
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Vivian Raposelli, chair of the Governor's Consortium on Hispanic Affairs and Cabinet Secretary, Department of Children, Youth and their Families, Cindy Shermeyer, LVSA Executive Director, Arthur W. Ritchie, Chair, LVSA Board of Directors, and Karen Kinsella, Bear Program Coordinator
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